
Economy & Employment and in The 
Rogue Valley – Elevating our Future
Southern Oregon Regional Economic 
Development
2-26-26



Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), 
Census Bureau or Oregon Employment Department Survey? Please do!





Census Bureau Index of Economic Activity 



Real GDP 
up 4.0% in 
Jackson 
County in 
2024, 

+3.2% in 
Josephine

+2.9% 
Oregon



12-2024 to 12-2025



Jackson County 
Initial Claims for 
Unemployment 
Insurance



783 Initial Claims past 4 
weeks ending January 17, 
2026 
up from 627 same  4 weeks 
last year (+25%)

Josephine 
County Initial 
Claims for 
Unemployment 
Insurance

































Musician’s Friend: In 1989, the company moved from the dairy barn to a 
6,500-square-foot fulfillment center, also adding a Medford, Oregon 
showroomBy 1999, the company had grown to include nine retail stores, and 
the company operated the largest e-commerce site in the music industry and, 
needless to say, the world’s largest music mail order catalog. Total sales 
surpassed $150 million. Through a pooling of shares, in that year Musician’s 
Friend merged into Guitar Center, creating the world’s largest combined music 
retail, catalog and e-commerce company, While Medford played a central role 
in the company’s early growth, the headquarters was slated for closure, with 
160 jobs eliminated beginning in September 2020. –source Co-pilot ( there may 
be errors is AI)
- Brammo Motorsports, founded in 2002 in Oregon, was a pioneering 

company in electric motorcycles known for high-performance models like 
the Enertia and Empulse and notable successes in electric motorcycle 
racing. Sold Electric Motorcycle to Polaris in 2015. Remaining assets sold to 
Cummins in 2017.- source- wikipedia

- Dutch Bros. Corporate Headquarters to Phoenix ( not Oregon) – Oregonlive 
6-11-25

Success and challenges- companies grow- become targets for mergers- 
and unfortunately sometimes are sold, relocate, or expand elsewhere. 



Oregon’s regulatory environment made it problematic for Rogue Valley Microdevises to 
consider expansion there beyond its existing factory, Gomez says. “The business 
environment in Florida is much better.” She considered Texas, North Carolina and 
Colorado for the company’s new fab plant but ended up selecting Florida because of its 
overall business-friendliness, a tech-experienced workforce on Florida’s eastern mid-
state “Space Coast,” a reputation for doing a good job of workforce training and the 
opportunity for Rogue Valley ( Microdevices) to own its real estate.” Source: company 
website

Motorcycle Superstore Sold to Motorcycle Aftermarket Group, an Irvine, California 
company. Under the new owners, Motorcycle Superstore's headquarters remained in the 
Rogue Valley for three years.
“it was a difficult decision to move away from Medford.
"We are relocating the business in order to better serve our customers," he said. "Our 
expanded fulfillment operations will allow us to deliver product to over 70 percent of our 
customers within two days….. it had become increasingly challenging to attract workers 
into Medford to fill marketing, e-commerce and merchandising jobs.”  Oregonlive July 6, 
2015

Success and challenges- companies grow- become targets for mergers- 
and unfortunately sometimes are sold, relocate, or expand elsewhere. 





Economic Activity (Oregon and region)

• Economic activity in the Twelfth District (Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, 
Utah, and Washington) expanded modestly during the mid-November through December reporting 
period. 

• Employment levels were largely stable, although some contacts reported recent and planned layoffs. 

• Wages grew somewhat, and the rate of price increases intensified in recent weeks from a modest to 
moderate pace. 

• Retail sales grew modestly overall, with muted holiday shopping in November giving way to 
stronger-than-expected spending in December, stemming mainly from high-income consumers. 

• Conditions in the services, real estate, agriculture, and resource-related sectors were stable on net, 
while manufacturing activity softened somewhat. 

• Lending activity increased slightly, as borrowing rates fell. 

• . Demand for community services, particularly for food assistance and childcare, remained high. 

• Contacts' economic outlook improved slightly since the previous report



The Oregon Office of Economic Analysis Forecasts Oregon to add 18,400 
jobs between 1Q 2026 and 1Q 2027, a gain of 0.6%
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Oregon Employment Department Projects over 7,000 Growth Openings and 
150,000 Replacement Openings in the next Decade in the Rogue Valley 

2024 2034 Change % Change
Total employment 128,950 136,060 7,110 6%

Total payroll employment 120,590 127,370 6,780 6%
        Natural resources and mining 4,760 4,910 150 3%
        Construction 6,370 6,900 530 8%
        Manufacturing 9,560 9,670 110 1%
        Wholesale trade 3,100 3,210 110 4%
        Retail trade 17,590 17,580 -10 0%
        Transportation, warehousing, and utilities 3,910 4,180 270 7%
        Information 1,080 1,050 -30 -3%
        Financial activities 5,320 5,380 60 1%
        Professional and business services 9,610 10,510 900 9%
        Health care and social assistance 24,570 27,800 3,230 13%
        Leisure and hospitality 14,180 15,570 1,390 10%
        Other services 3,940 4,150 210 5%
    Government 15,300 15,090 -210 -1%
        Federal government 2,250 2,070 -180 -8%
        State government 1,840 1,910 70 4%
        Local government 11,210 11,110 -100 -1%

Industry Employment Projections, 2024-2034
Jackson and Josephine Counties



Qualityinfo.org



Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

Guy Tauer, Regional Employment Economist
Guy.R.Tauer@employ.Oregon.gov

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  

http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
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